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Good taste is a sin of omission. It leaves out direct
awareness of forms and situations.

Good taste is the first refuge of the noncreative. It is the
last-ditch stand of the artist.

Good taste is the anesthetic of the public.
It is the critic’s excuse for lack of perception.

Good taste is the expression of a colossal incompetence.
It is the “putting on” of the genteel audience as

a mask or net by which to capture ambient snob appeal.

Good taste is the most obvious resource of the
insecure. People of good taste eagerly buy

the Emperor’s old clothes.

Good taste is the highly effective strategy
of the pretentious.

(Marshall McLuhan and Harley Parker, Through the Vanishing Point: Space in Poetry and Painting)


